Annual Report 2024 Footpaths and Highways
It’s been a busy year for footpaths and highways, starting with the replacement of a wooden stile by a kissing gate at the entrance of GHIN 16 and 17 (just off Peppercorn Orchard). The installation took place in August after a successful request to the Melksham Area Board LHFIG. As the cost was under £500, there was no contribution required from the PC. 
Graham Holmes, has been in contact with Wiltshire Council on our behalf regarding the condition of Gypsy Lane (GHIN31), but he reports that ‘any action would not be cheap and actually quite complicated’. Many thanks to Graham for the support he gives to our footpaths.
In March 2023 the Parish Council sought advice from the Highways Department on the current process required to change the speed limit in the village from 30mph to 20mph. It is worth noting that copies of the Grapevine show that speed issues have been a concern of the PC since 1988, and while a change from 40mph to 30mph was achieved, a move to 20mph has not yet been successful. 
A request from Graham Holmes for another traffic survey was considered in June, and it was agreed not to apply until we investigated further. However, an increase in traffic prompted the decision to request resubmission of the application.  To support this, I researched and prepared a summary document to inform villagers of the process and financial implications of proceeding. We were pleased to see such a wonderful show of support at our January meeting, at which we finalised our Highways Improvement Request to the LHFIG. Thank you to Adrian Kwasnicki for his presentation of evidence of traffic problems. The Chair, and myself had a site visit with Cllr Seed and Dean Baker, Highways Engineer in January to clarify our needs. 
In collaboration with Keevil PC, our requests for a ‘Road narrows’, with a supplementary of ‘Single track road for 1 mile’ to be placed above new ‘No entry for MOD vehicles’ posts (£636.59), and 2 portable signs ‘unsuitable for diverted traffic’ (£118.23) were approved at the 8th Feb LHFIG meeting. We are expected to meet 25% of these costs. Installation is expected in May, with a decision yet to be made by the PC on the deployment of the temporary signs. 
Despite our request for the location to be outside the village hall, the traffic survey was placed outside Barn Cottage to operate from 15th April for 7 days. We are awaiting the results.
In November I reported the broken Give Way sign at Coldharbour and several months later was pleased to see it back in place. In January, we were delighted to see the installation of the replacement crossroads signpost so beautifully crafted by the Keevil Shed. The PC made a small contribution to the cost of materials and have thanked them for their marvellous achievement. Adrian Kwasnicki has kindly agreed to lead a team to renovate the post at Coldharbour, with financial support from the Ladies Club.
Thank you to all villagers who have provided useful evidence to support us at this early stage in the latest journey to 20mph.  
Quote from Chris Munday (PC Chair) in The Grapevine Summer 1994 ‘our main concern is the state of the village roads in winter and the speed of traffic throughout the year.  Our County Councillors have taken up our cause to seek a 20mph speed limit.  I will let you know how this progresses’.
Mary Winterburn
9th May 2024




